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PART I

Acts, Ordinances, President's Orders and Regulations

SENATE SECRETARIAT

Islonruhad, the l3th Febnury, 2020

No. F. 9(9)2020-Legis.-The lollowing Act of Majlis-e-shoora
(Parlialnent) received the assent ofthe President on llth February,2020 and is
hereby published for general inforrnarion:-

I

ACT NO. VI OF 2O2O

An Act to provide for an eficacious and speedy ntechanism for issuance of
Letters of Adntinistration and Succession Cerfirtcatus

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for an effrcacious and speedy
mechanism for facilitating issuance of Letters of Administration and succession
certiflcates, aimed at curtailing fraud and forgery;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l . Short title, extent and commencement.-This Act may be called
the Letters of Administration and Succession Ceftificates Act,2020.
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(2) It shall extend to the whole of lslamabad Capital 'l crlitory

(3) This Act or any part thereof shall come into iorce on such dates as

the Govemment mav, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.-ln dris Act, unless there is anything rcpugnant in the
subject or context, -

(a) "Authority" means the rNational Database and Registration
Authority esrablished under section 3 of the Oldinance;

(b) "factual controversy" includes an objection by legal heirs or by any
claimant of legal heirship- any dispute which may arise in
establishing the ideutit-v of legal heirs u4rich is not resolvable b1,

the Autho[ly o[ any situation. ulatter or ever]t requiring
adjudication or recording of evidence or rvhere at leasl one of the
Iegal hcirs is a minor;

(c) "Covcrnmcnt" mcans the Federal Coverlrrrent;

(d) "legal heir'' rneans a person rvho has entitlement to a share in the
property of the deceased:

(e) "Ordinance" means National Database and Regislration Authority
Ordinance, 2000 (VIll of2000):

(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules; and

(g) "rules" means lhe rules rnade under this Act

3. lssuance of Letters of Administration or Succession
Certificates.-Notwithstanding anyhing contained in any other larv for.the time
being in force, the Audrority may issue Letters of Adrninistration or Succession
Certificates, as the case mav be. to the legal heim of a deceased in respect of
irnmovable or movable propeffy- in accordance tvith the Family Registration
Certificate maintained by the Authority.

4. Establishmenl of Succession. Facilitation Unit.--{l) The
Autholit_v shall establish a Successiou Facilitatiou Unit for the purpose of
receipt, processing and assessnrent of applications for granl of l-ctlers of
Adrninistration and Succession Certifi cates.

(2) For the purposc of sub-section ( I ), the Authorit), mav norify and of
its existing olfices as Succession Facilitation Unit, at such place or places as it
nray deenr appropriate-
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(3) The Authority may, fiom time to rime. appoint officers, staff,
experts, consullants. advisers and other entployees. on such tenns and conditions
as it may deern fit, fbr the puqrosc ofcarrying functions utrder this Act.

5. Funclions of the Succession Facilitation Unit.-l lte Succcssion
Facilitation Unit shall perfonn the following functions, namely:-

(a) receive applications for grant of Letters of Adnrinistration and
Succession Cenificates, as the case may be, fi-om legal heirs of the
deceased:

(b) process and assess tlte applications by rvay of a sumnrary enquin,
as prescribed, and in case of any factual controversy arn6ngst the
legal heirs decline to assess the applications for filing afi.esh before
the appropriate forLrm in accordancc rvith the provisions of the
Succession Act, 1925 (XXXIX of 1925) or any other applicable
larv:

(c) rnaintain an online portal providing for updated record of the
I-etters of Administration and Succession Certificates issued under
this Act: and

(d) discharge or perform such functions as are incidental, ancillary or
necessary for carrying out the purposes ofthis Act.

6. Application for Letters of Administration or Succcssion
Ccrtificates.--( I ) An application for grant of Lerter of Adrninistration or
Succession Cefiificate, as the case rnay be, shall be made to the Airthoritv bv the
legal heirs:

Provided that legal heirs may also authorize in the prescribed fonn, one
anrongst themselves, to act on behalf of all other legal hcirs. for the purpose of
filing an application under this Act.

(2) An application may be filed in the norified office ofthe Authority
rvithirr rvlrose jurisdiction the deceased ordinarily rcsided at thc rime of his death,
or rvithin rvhose j urisd iction any property or asset of tlte deceascd is located.

(3) The follorving docurnents shall bc appended along-rvith the
application.

(a) death ceftificate ofthe deceased;

(b) list ofthe legal hcirs and copies oftheir national identitv cards;

(c) an authorization in the prescribed lbrnt by the lcgal heirs in favour
cfthc applicant as proYided in pro\iso to sub,scclion ( I): arid



60 THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA.. FEBRUARY 14, 2020 IPARrl

(d) details of irnmovable and movable propeny in respect of rvhich the
Letter of Administration or Succession Certificate is applied for.

(4) Upon receipt ofthe application. a noticc to the gencral public shall
be published on a web portal to be maintained by the Authority and in one

English language and one Urdu language daily nervspaper ofrvide circulation.

(5) Where no objection or claim is received within fourteen days ofthe
publication of notice, the Authority shall, in any of its notified office, obtain the

bio-metric verification ofthe applicant and all the legal heils:

Provided drat where bio-metrics of a legal heir is not verified, the

Authority may require the legal heir to appear in person before the Authority on
a date fixed by the Authority:

Provided further that the Authority may resort to any other modenr
device with a view to satisf,ing itself as to the identity of any legal heir.

Explonation:-The bio-metric verification can be undertaken at any
notified offrce within Pakistan or abroadl

(6) Upon satisfactory compliance ofthe codal fonnalities rnentioned in
this section. the applicant shall appear before the Authorit_v on a date fixed by it.
rvhereafler the Authority shall issue the Letter of Administlation or Succcssion
Cenilicate, as the case may be, in favour of all legal heirs of deceased with
details of their respective shares as provided in lhe personal larv of such legal
heirs.

(7) 'lhe l,etters of Administration or Succession Certificates issued

under lhis Act shall have the same effect as if thc sarne have been issued under
the Successior'r Act, I925 (XXXIX of 1925).

1. Forms of Letters of Administration and Succession
Certificates.-Letters of Administration and Succession CertilJcates shall be
issued. as [early as circunrstances adrnit, in the forms prescribed by the
Authoritl,.

8. Objection to the Lctters of Administration and Succession
Ccrtificatts.-Any person objecting 10 Letters of Administration or Succession
Certiticate:- as the case ma1, be- alier the issuance of the I-ctters of
Adnrinistr-ation or Succession Cerli{icates by thc Authority, nray seek rcmedics
availabic undcr any other applicable la*,.

9. l'ee ard costs.--{ I ) 'l he Authority nav chargc the prescribed lccs
or trlhcl sunrs for its services under this Act iltcludinq sums incurred orr
publicat ion o1- public notice.



(2) The charges or sums received under sub-section (l) shall be
credited to the NADRA Fund established under section 24 ofthe Ordinance.

,l0. 
Bar of jurisdiction.-No court shall exercise jurisdiction till such

time the Authority declines to process application for issdance of the Letters of
Administration or Succession Certificates by the trgal heirs.

' I l. Penalty, olfcnces and trial.-The provisions in relation to
offences, penalties and trial mentioned in Chapter IX of the Ordinance shall
apply mutatis ,nutandis underthis Act.

12. Act to override other lawe.-The provisions of this Ac-t shall
have effect notwithstanding anything oontained in any other law for the time
being in force.

13. Power to make rules.-The Govemment, may, by notification in
the official Gazette, make rules to carq/ out the purposes ofthis Act.
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